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Caring and Sharing in Copper Canyo

By Ellen Klein
Mexico’'s Copper Canyon
is more than breathtaking

sceneryltis also the home _- s |
of the indigenous Tarahumara. % N
At California Native,
we have been introducing®:
guests to this area for mor - Ny

than a quarter of a centuryy
Over the years, our guides
have become friends wit

shy people who look for-
ward to our frequent visits.
Many of our guides have
also organized projects
which benefit the lives of |
the Indians.

Operations Manager
Laurie Kraft is often accom-
panied on trips by her sis+
ter, Karen, a registered
nurse. Karen collects con
tributions of medical sup-
plies to hand deliver to clin-
ics in Copper Canyon’'s
mountain communities. The
two also collect stuffed ani- ‘
mals as well as backpacki
and school supplies for the
children.

Tarahumara mother carries he little girl on her back, in Mexico’s Copper Canyon.frrﬁe
California Native has been working for decades on projects to aid these indigenous p(lano

to help the natives during
severe droughts. They cre-
ated a system of buying
Tarahumara handicrafts,
selling them in the United
States, then using the prof-
its to buy food, which they
gave in exchange for more
crafts. The program pro-
vided the Tarahumara with
food while alowing them the
dignity of not having to ac-
cept charity.

Long time guide Lori
Klein made a special trip to
Copper Canyon with two
anthropologists, who
brought treadle sewing ma-
chines, along with bolts of
fabric and supplies, for a
project and documentary
film titled “Threads of Dis-
covery.” The purpose of
the project was to make it
easier for the local women
to preserve their native dress
styles. Lori, who served as
translator between the film
w and the natives says,
| \1veas a very unique and
t%résting experience—

Our guides encourage visitors have an economy based on barteof everyone. A number of years ago,definitely unforgettable. One of the
to bring items that the children re- and sharing. In their language theCalifornia Native guides Lynn things | remember about one of the
The Tarahumara, by tradition, to distribute wealth for the benefit conceived the Kérima Food Project nied the gift because they felt is would
cause too much commotion and com-
The Conquest of Campeche We a Calfoma Natve o
brace the Tarahumara Community
Burrowed into the southeastern part of the Yucatathey ventured ashore again, this timé&htKin Pech, cultural boundaries.
Peninsula stands the walled fortress of Campeche—tlae principal town of the Mayas. Here, what seemed
In 1517, Spanish explorers, led by Hernandez dehoice—the high priest of the village set fire to a pile
Cordova, set sail from Cuba to search for new landef reeds and told the sailors if they were not back {o 1-800-926-1140
be www.calnative.com
in the Yucatan Peninsula, where the natives greeteed to rekindle the flames.
them with an ambush and drove them back to sea. Continued on Page 16

ally need, instead of candy. wordkérimaimplies the obligation Reineke and the late Doug Stewartcommunities is that they actually de-
petition within their community.”
By Jason Hall After fifteen days without adequate supplies or watdseing careful to stay within their
city born from warfare and piracy. to begin as a friendly welcome turned into a simplf 1-310-642-1140
Their first landing was at the Mayan villageCQxdtoche, their boats before the blaze burned out, they would
travel@calnative.com
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“—/ From Lee:
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My friend and | went to Copper Can- | want to thank you for arranging our
yon—what a wonderful trip this was. recent trip to Costa Rica. The itinerary
. . For us this was the ideal way to travel.was perfect for us. We particularly
Fun IS the BUSIneSSéWe In You made all the arrangements and wdiked Tortuguero, seeing the diverse
| just returned from a business trip to Argentina, where | was did the rest. The organization was ab-range of birds and animals during our
a guest of the Argentina Tourist Board. | interviewed many solutely flawless. The hotels were exploration by boat along the canals

Argentinian tour operators and hotel owners and found sev- great, especially the Torres del Fuerteand the long boat trip out of the na-
and, of course, the Hotel Mirador in tional park, when we briefly entered

Divisadero. Even though we were lateNicaragua. Monteverde was wonder-
arriving in Los Mochis, our taxi was ful too; we even saw the elusive quetzal
waiting to drive us to El Fuerte. The and a green toucan in the rain forest.
taxi driver was cautious and compe-The white water rafting trip on the
tent and put us both at easewas Pacaure River was terrific and we loved
On my recent trip | spent several days at Iguazu Falls, great that we had two nights in severalthe overnight stay at the rustic lodge
traveled under the falls in a high-speed Zodiac, rappelled down locations. It made for relaxed traveling on the river; it was a little bit of para-
the face of cliffs, zip-lined through the jungle canopy, and and a chance to really walk around. dise. In San Jose we attended a perfor-
hiked to the many beautiful spots where the views of the falls A real treat is the fact that there mance by the National Orchestra of
were breathtaking. At California Native, even our business were no TVs in all the hotels, except Costa Rica at the grand old National
trips are fun because, after all, fun is the business we're in. for the Best Western in Creel. We Theatre, which was a fitting finale to
turned on the news and turned it offour visit.
fairly quickly. We were on vacation! Congratulations to California Na-
The train ride was all we were hop- tive for having such impressive local
ing for. We stayed most of the time in contacts. Our guides were expert and
the bar car of the train, talked to manyfriendly. We had a marvellous trip and
people and looked out of the big, cleanthank you for your efforts in arranging

eral that appeared to meet the high standards that we set for
California Native suppliers. | plan to return to Argentina in a
few months to do an in-depth survey of this fascinating coun-
try. Then we will develop a new series of unique trips to
Patagonia, Iguazu, and the many other wonderful destinations
in this beautiful, friendly South American country.

windows. We had a ball. it on our behalf.
| have read letters from your cli- Chris Grenning & Jim Dickson
ents and all the good things they said New York, NY

about you were true for us. In Batopilas
we ate at Mika's. Great stuff! Our One of my retirement goals was to
driver Arturo told us colorful stories travel to Copper Canyon and this trip
about this magic town and made us feebxceeded my expectations. There are
less like tourists. absolutely no regrets, just lots of won-
We thank you very much and hope derful experiences and many long last-
to hook up with you again. ing memories.
Ingrid Lewin Bob & Jean Daily
San Diego, CA El Cajon, CA

I had a fantastic carefree vacation inNew experiences, beautiful landscape,
some of God’'s most beautiful coun- lots of good conversation and laughter.
try—canyons, waterfalls, music, birds Kudos to our guide—friendly, orga-
The California Native (first time for acorn woodpecker and nized, knowledgable—I had no idea
white-eared hummingbird). Thanks, how well taken care of we would be.
Newsletter Letty Volpe Pat Sinervo

is published two or three times a year by: Weslaco, TX Toronto, ON Canada
The California Native

6701 W. 87th Place, Los Angeles, CA 90045 ] ]
Phone: (800)926-1140 or (310)642-1140 To receive “The Desktop Traveler,” our new email

CST 2027100-40 newsletter, send us your email address.
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Where in the World i1s Bhutan?

Being a tiny country sandwiched between
two of the largest countries in the world, Bhutan
makes it a top priority to maintain its tradi-
tional culture. For all business, official, and re-
ligious occasions people dress in the traditional
costume, men wearing tgeo a long attractive
robe made out of wool or silk and tied about the
waist, and women wearing thdra, an ankle
length dress made from fine woven fabrics with
traditional patterns. School children all wear their
school uniformghosandkiras. The schools,
incidentally, are required to teach their students
in English as well as the official language which
is Dzongkha.

Houses and other buildings in Bhutan are
built in the traditional style, as dictated by reli-
gion and law. The houses are generally two sto-
ries, constructed of wood and mud and elabo-
rately decorated with carvings and paintings of
Buddhist symbols. The roofs are made with
wood shingles held in place by stones. On the
top of every house is a colorful prayer flag.

The major towns are dominated by tlzeng
a huge white fort which serves as a combination
government headquarters and monastery.

Continued on Page 14

history intermingle and ghosts, yetis, and
demons are part of daily life.

by Lee Klein into the Himalayas.
Seated astride a flying tiger, Guru Rimpoche  There is only one airport in the country and
entered Bhutan in the year 747 AD, to conquethat is in Paro, a deep valley at 7,300 feet elev_|
demons and introduce Buddhism in this isolatedion, surrounded by 16,000 foot mountaing
area of the Himalayas. In this far off kingdom, Only one airline flies into Paro, Druk Air, the
mythology and history intermingle and ghosts,Royal Bhutanese Airline. The flight to Paro i
yetis, and demons are part of daily life. one of the most spectacular in the world. Flyin

The name Bhutan is probably derived fromover the Himalayas, the plane descends steej
the Sanskrit wor@hotantmeaning “the end of between snow capped peaks flying through t 3
Tibet” or Bhu-uttanmeaning “high land.” The narrow valley to land at the tiny airport.
Bhutanese, however, refer to their country as  Bhutan’s capital is Thimphu (pronounced

the Bhutanese flag, with its rampaging dragon40,000. The population of the entire country i
proudly reflects that. only 750,000.
Bhutan is nestled in the Himalayas between  The country was an absolute monarch B
China and India. On its southwestern border isuled by His Majesty King Jigme Singye -

the Indian state of Sikkim. To its north is Tibet. Wangchuck who in 2006, at the age of 51, turneu

Almost the entire country is mountainous. Thethe country into a constitutional monarchy anth Bhutan’s capital city, Thimpu, there are no traffic
southernmost part begins in the humid jungleggave the throne to his 26-year old son, Jigmgyhts, only this policeman to direct traffic from his
of India’s Assam Plain, but soon climbs high Khesar Wangchuck. booth on the roundabout at its main intersection.
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Copper Canyon

opper Canyon, located in the Sierra

Madres of northern Mexico, is a vast

scenic area of pine-forested mountains

and deep canyons. Four times larger
than the Grand Canyon and almost 300 feet
deeper, this is the homeland of the Tarahumara
Indians, who in spite of encroaching civilization
have managed to preserve their ancient lifestyle
living in caves and simple shelters while practicing
subsistence farming. They are the world’s greatest
long-distance runners, racing up and down the
canyons for transportation and sport.

The Chihuahua al Pacifico Railroad, which
traverses the area, is one of the most spectacular
train rides in the Western Hemisphere, passing
through 86 tunnels and crossing 37 bridges as it
climbs into the rugged Sierra Madres.

For almost a quarter of a century we have been
operating the very best trips through Copper
Canyon. Many of our trips also visit the remote
areas of the canyon bottom. Our guides are known
throughout the area for their work with the
Tarahumara and we have become a major source
of information on this remote area of Mexico.
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Fabulous Escortedips

These small group adventures are the best way to see Copper
Canyon. They are fully escorted by our experienced bilingual
American guides, who enjoy sharing their extensive knowledge
of the area and the culture of the Tarahumara Indians.

Prices include transportation, accommodations, excursions,
tips, most meals, and roundtrip airfare from Los Angeles or Phoe-
nix. Check with us for discounted air rates from other cities. Addi-
tional dates available for groups of eight or more.

7-Day Classic 11-Day Ultimate

Our original Copper Canyon trip These trips include all that is in our
visits El Fuerte, a charming colo- 8-Day Special trip, with the addi-
nial city; Divisadero, with its spec- tion of a night at Noritari; a day
tacular views of the canyon; Creel, trip to Basaseachic Falls; two nights
a mountain community; and Chi- in Cerocahui, the prettiest little vil-
huahua, home of Pancho Villa. lage in the Sierras; and a day trip to
Urique, in the canyon bottom.

2010 Dates: $2330*

Jan 24-30 Oct 3-9 2010 Dates: $2990*

Mar 2-8 Nov 21-27 Feb 6-16 Oct 9-19

May 16-22 Dec 27-Jan 2 Mar 6-16 Nov 6-16

Aug 22-28 Mar 27-Apr 6 Dec 23-Jan 2
Apr 7-17

8-Day Special 14-Day Everything

These trips travel to the canyonWe've extended our 11-day Ulti-
bottom and spend two nights in mate trip by adding a second day
the historic mining town of Bato- in El Fuerte, Noritari and Chihua-
pilas, as well as visiting all of the hua to allow us more time to relax
destinations included in our 7-Day and appreciate the tranquility and

Deluxe trips. beauty of the Copper Canyon.
2010 Dates: $2520* 2010 Dates: $3540*
Jan 23-30 Oct 2-9 Jan 30-Feb 12 Oct 4-17

Feb 13-20 Nov 2-9 Mar 14-27 Nov 29-Dec 12
Mar 20-27 Nov 20-27

Mar 28—Apr 4 Dec 19-26

Apr 11-18 Dec 29-Jan 5

It's So Easy to Contact Us

Phone: 1-310-642-1140 or 1-800-926-1140
e-mail: travel@calnative.com
website: calnative.com
blog: calnative.com/blog/
Twitter: twitter.com/calnative/
You can also find us on Facebook

Call (310)642-1140



Great Independentids

Do you like to travel on your own? Then our independent Cop-
per Canyon adventures are for you. Trips along the rim can be
arranged for one or more persons and are great any time of
year. Trips to the canyon bottom require a minimum of two
persons and are best between October and March. Prices in-
clude transportation, Copper Canyon train ride, accom-
modations, excursions and some meals. Airfare is not included.
Trips depart daily.

Along the Rim To the Bottom

4-Day - This four-day, three- 7-Day - We travel down a wind-
night trip is designed for those ing mountain road to the canyon
who wish to see Copper Canyonbottom to visit the historic mining
but only have minimum time to town of Batopilas. The trip begins
spend. It can begin in either El in El Fuerte or Chihuahua, spends
Fuerte or Chihuahua, and includestwo nights in Creel and two nights
two nights in Chihuahua or El in Batopilas. $1240*
Fuerte and one night in Divisadero,
with its spectacular views of the 8-Day - This trip is the same
canyon. $810* as our 7-Day Adventure to the
Bottom, but in addition we spend
5-Day - This trip begins the a night in Divisadero, where we
same as our 4-Day Adventure,enjoy the spectacular views from
visiting El Fuerte or Chihuahua, the canyon rim. $1370*
and Divisadero, then continues on
to spend one night in the Sierra9-Day - We add two nights to
Madre mountain community of our 7-Day Adventure to the Bot-
Creel, with a tour of the tom to visit Cerocahui and the
surrounding areas that includesParaiso del Oso Lodge. Here we
missions and caves. $950* have the opportunity to take an
excursion to the town of Urique
6-Day - This trip adds an or spend a day exploring the coun-
additional night in Creel to our 5- tryside on horseback. $1450*
Day Adventure, allowing us more
time to visit the many sights of 10-Day - on this compre-
this fascinating area. $1010*  hensive trip we visit El Fuerte or
Chihuahua, Cerocahui, Divisadero,
8-Day - The Paraiso del Oso Creel and Batopilas—a wonderful,
Lodge is located in a beautiful well-rounded vacation in Copper
valley a few miles from the little Canyon. $1590*
village of Cerocahui. This trip adds
a two-night stay at the lodge to 11-Day - This trip travels from
our 6-Day Adventure and the El Fuerte to Chihuahua and
opportunity for horseback riding includes one night in El Fuerte,
and exploring the countryside, two nights in Cerocahui, one night
village and Tarahumara school. A in Divisadero, two nights in Creel,
great all-around tour of the Coppertwo nights in Batopilas and two
Canyon area. $1180* nights in Chihuahua. $1650*

*Prices are subject to change without notice.

Copper CanyoAdd-ons

Baja Resort -Spend four nights at a great beach resort,

soaking up the sun, sipping margaritas and unwinding by t

pool. You can also fish, scuba dive, snorkel or whale watch.

Includes hotel, transfers and airfare from Los Angeles.

Whale Watching - From late January through early

March, the California Gray Whales arrive in the calm lagoon
of Baja on their annual migration from the Bering Sea. Her

they spawn, calve and have one heck of a party. This trip
the same as our Baja Resort trip above, but also include

ne

=0 0
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trip to Magdalena Bay and a panga boat ride to see the

whales up close—sometimes even close enough to touch!

El Fuerte - Add an extra night in the colonial city of El

Fuerte and enjoy exploring the town, floating down the river

and visiting with the Mayo Indians.

The California Native, Spring/Summer 2010

For more information on Copper Canyon,

please phone us for our booklet or visit our

website, www.calnative.com

The California Native

Copper Canyon

Companion

Only $14.95

Free Shipping
in US and Canada

Please send me __ copy(ies).

Name

Address

City State Zip
Phone E-mail

I am enclosing my ® check, or charge my ® credit card:
No. Exp.Date

The California Native
6701 W. 87th Place, Los Angeles CA 90045.




Yucatan & Chiapa

ordering Guatemala, Mexico’s state of

Chiapas encompasses mountains,

rivers, jungles and remote Indian villages

where people still wear traditional
costumes. Here are beautiful colonial cities,
magnificent waterfalls, the awe-inspiring Sumidero
Canyon and the jungle-draped Mayan ruins of
Palenque.

West of Chiapas, the Yucatan Peninsula is the
homeland of the Mayan people, whose mighty em-
pire lasted over a thousand years. Throughout the
peninsula are the amazing ruins of their great cit-
ies—Chichén Itza, Uxmal, Edzna, Ek Bakal and
many more. With its colonial cities and Caribbean
beaches, the Yucatan is a great place to vacation.

Visit Our &
ml'ravel
Store ¢

www.calnative.com
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Click on the “Travel Books and More” button on our website,

Small Group T ours

These small group tours are escorted by our experienced Ameri-
can guides. Prices include land transportation, accommodations,
entrance fees, guided tours, many meals, and most tips.

7-Day Mayan Adventure

We explore the wonders of the Yucatan—ancient Mayan ruins of Chichén
Itz&, Uxmal, Ek Balam, Tulum and Edzna; colorful colonial cities of Mérida,
Izamal, Valladolid; and Campeche, fortified to fight off Caribbean pirates.
The trip begins and ends in Cancun.

2010 Dates: $1840*
Jan 31-Feb 6 Oct 24-30

Mar 7-13 Nov 28-Dec 4
May 23-29

13-Day Chiap as & Yucatan

In addition to the highlights of our 7-Day Mayan Adventure, we visit the
jungle-draped ruins of Palenque, the charming mountain towns of Chiapa
de Corzo and San Cristébal de las Casas, the Indian villages of San Juan
Chamula and Zinacantan, spectacular Sumidero Canyon and Agua Azul
Falls The trip begins and ends in Cancun.

$2960*
Oct 20—Nov 1

2010 Dates:
Feb 17-Mar 1

Exclusive Adventures

These private tours are guided by experienced bilingual guides.
Prices include transfers, accommodations, land transportation,
admission to sites, and many meals. Minimum of two persons.
Trips depart daily.

6-Day Chiap as 7-Day Yucatan

We visit the ruins of Palenque, the We explore the Mayan ruins of
Indian villages of San Juan ChamulaChichén Itza, Ek Balam, Uxmal,
and Zinacantan, the colonial townsKabah and Edzna, the colonial cit-
of Chiapa de Corzo and Sanies of Mérida, Izamal, Valladolid
Cristébal de las Casas, Sumidercand Campeche, and seacoast forti-
Canyon, and Agua Azul Fall$he fied to fight off Caribbean pirates.
trip begins in Tuxtla Gutierrez and The trip begins and ends in Mérida
ends in Villahermosa. or Cancun.

$810-$1780* $740-$1420*

13-Day Chiap as & Yucatan

This outstanding journey combines the best of our 6-Day Chiapas and
our 7-Day Yucatan Explorer trips. Beginning in Tuxtla Gutierrez and
ending in Cancun, we visit colonial cities, Indian villages, waterfalls, ar-
chaeological sites and beach resorts. $1490-$2970*

Call (310)642-1140



Costa Rica

ocated at the exact center of the Ameri-

cas, between Nicaragua and Panama,

Costa Rica is a small, peaceful country

that has made the preservation of its natu-
ral heritage a top priority. More than 23 percent
of its mountains, valleys and shoreline is protected
in national parks, forestry reserves and wildlife ref-
uges. Its twelve distinct ecological systems con-
tain more than 8,000 species of plants, including
1,500 varieties of orchids and more types of birds
than in all of North America.

The unique routing of our Nature Explorer itin-
eraries allow you to make the most of your time
experiencing the many wonders of this beautiful
country.

Learn Spanish at Home

You will have more fun when yq
travel to Latin America if you ca

home and at your own pace wi
our free online lessons—just clic
the “Learn Spanish” button on o
website. If you really getinto it,
can order the entire course on

lessons are all that you need.

u
n

speak a bit of Spanish. Learn at
h
k

CDs, but you may find that the free

Costa Rica Adventures

If you enjoy guided independent travel, then our Costa Rica Na-
ture Explorer trips are designed for you. They include transfers,
transportation, accommodations, guided tours, many meals and
more. You can also customize your trip with special add-ons.
Trips depart daily.

7-Day Nature 11-Day Nature
Explorer Explorer

This trip is perfect for those who Includes Tortuguero, Tilajari Re-

want to see the most of Costa Ricasort, Arenal Volcano, Cafio Negro
but only have a week to spend. TheWildlife Preserve, San José, Monte-
trip includes visits to Tortuguero, verde cloud forest, Poas Volcano,
Tilajari Resort, Arenal Volcano, Sarchi, and a two-day river rafting

Cafio Negro Wildlife Preserve, and trip on the Pacuare River.

San José. $1540* $2490*

9-Day Nature 14-Day Nature
Explorer Explorer

This trip is the same as our 7-DaylIncludes Tortuguero, Tilajari Re-
Nature Explorerwith two add- sort, Arenal Volcano, Cafio Negro
itional days to experience evenWildlife Preserve, San José, Mon-
more of the beauty of Costa Rica.teverde cloud forest, Poas Volcano,
Includes Tortuguero, Tilajari Re- Sarchi, Corcovado National Park,
sort, Arenal Volcano, Cafo Negro Cafio Island, Corcovado National
Wildlife Preserve, San José, Mon- Park and a one-day river rafting trip
teverde cloud forest, Poason the Reventazén River.
Volcano, and Sarchi. $2120* $3290*

Special Add-Ons

Customize your trip with these activities. See our Costa Rica
booklet for details.

Beach Resorts

Whitewater Rafting (1 to 3 days)
Calypso Island Cruises (1 day cruises)
Extra nights in San Jose

For more information on Costa Rica or
Mexico, please phone us for our
booklets or visit our website,
www.calnative.com

*Prices are subject to change without notice.
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Peru & The Galapagos

he name Peru is derived from a Que-
chua Indian word meaning “Land of
Abundance.” For the traveler, the name
is especially fitting. High, snow-covered
Andean peaks contrast lush rain forests. The
country is a treasure trove of archaeological
wonders. Machu Picchu, Nazca, Chan Chan and
the ruins of many other ancient civilizations
transport visitors back in time to the days of the
Incan Empire and the Spanish Conquistadores.

Our Peruvian Explorer trips are guided tours
arranged just for your party. If you're adventurous
you can hike along the Inca Trail, one of the world's
most spectacular treks, to the ancient city of Machu
Picchu.

North of Peru, off the coast of Ecuador, the
Galapagos Islands were long a stopover for
explorers, pirates and whalers. In 1835 they were
visited by British naturalist Charles Darwin, who
in pondering how each island hosted unique
species, developed his Theory of Evolution. Follow
in Darwin’s footsteps as you cruise through the
islands aboard a comfortable yacht.

8 The California Native, Spring/Summer 2010

Peruvian Adventures

If you're a person who enjoys independent guided travel, these
trips are designed for you. They include air travel within Peru,
transfers, transportation, accommodations, guided tours, many
meals and more. You can also customize your trip with our spe-
cial add-ons.

5-Day Explorer 11-Day Explorer

Explore Cusco, the Sacred Valley, Cusco; the Sacred Valley; Pisac;
Pisac, Urubamba, Machu PicchuUrubamba; Machu Picchu; Lima;
and Lima. $1790* Arequipa; Colca Canyon, the
world’s deepest canyon; and
Nazca, famous for its mysterious
giant figures, which we view from

'a small airplane. $3670*

7-Day Explorer

Cusco, the Sacred Valley, Pisac
Urubamba, Machu Picchu, Lima,
Puno and Lake Titicaca. $2410*
12-Day Explorer
Cusco, the Sacred Valley, Pisac,
Urubamba, Machu Picchu, Lima,
'‘Arequipa, Colca Canyon, Nazca,
' Paracas and a speedboat trip to the
Ballestas Islands. $3920*

10-Day Explorer

Cusco, the Sacred Valley, Pisac
Urubamba, Machu Picchu, Lima
Arequipa, Colca Canyon.$3290*

The Inca Tralil Amazon Jungle

Spend four days hiking to Machu Fly from Lima to Puerto Maldona-
Picchu on one of the most beauti-do, then travel up the Tambopata
ful trails in the world. Our porters River for a four-night adventure in
carry the gear and our cook pre-this remote rainforest. $1130*

pares delicious meals. $740*
_ Chan Chan
UrUbamba Rlver Fly from Lima to Trujillo to ex-

Spend a day whitewater rafting plore the many archaeological sites
down the mighty Urubamba River, on the northern Peruvian coast.
plus an additional night in the Inca Visit the ancient city of Chan Chan
town of Urubamba. $320*  and the ruins of Sipan. $1080*

For more information on Peru,
Galapagos, or Patagonia, please
phone us for our booklets or visit
our website, www.calnative.com

*Prices are subject to change without notice.

Call (310)642-1140
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Patagoniz

Galapagos Islands

You begin your Galapagos adventure in Quito, Ecuador, where
you spend a night before flying to the island of Baltra. Here you
board the yacht that will be your floating base for exploring
these wonderful islands, where you discover the Galapagos’
unique species of plants and animals—giant tortoises, Blue-
footed Boobies, flightless cormorants, marine iguanas and so
many more. You have plenty of time to hike, snorkel and relax.
Then fly back to Quito for your final nights and tour the city,
including the Mitad del Mundo, the “Center of the Earth,” where
you can stand right on the equator.

atagonia is nature’s hideout—a magical
land of gigantic spaces and celestial
skies. Located near the bottom of the
world, it straddles two countries, Chile
8-Day Adventure and Argentir_la_. Its rugged, wild beauty is SO unique
This trip visits the islands of Baltra, Bartolomé, Isabela, Rabida and thaF mostofitis protec_ted under World Biosphere,
Puerto Ayora. It includes four nights aboard ship and three nights in National park, or national reserve status. Here,
Quito, as well as a tour of Quito, flights between Quito and Baltra glaciers gouge out valleys, tree-studded cliffs flank

and allmeals aboard ship. National Park Fee of $110 not I;gli:gg rivers of ancient ice, and wildlife roam freely.

8-Day Patagonia Explorer

12_Day Adventure Beginning in Buenos Aires, Argentina, we travel to Los Glaciares Na-
In addition to all that is included in our 8-Day Adventure, this trip  tional Park, the Perito Moreno Glacier and Punto Tombo. Then cross
also visits the islands of North Seymour, Cerro Brujo and Espafiola, into Chile to visit Torres del Paine National Park and Puerto Natales.

and adds an additional night in Quito and a tour to the Indian town of The price includes airfare within Patagonia, accommodations, tours,
Otavalo, famous for its craftsmen and weavers. Included are seven transfers, ground transportation and many meals. $2970*

nights aboard ship, four nights hotel and all meals aboard ship. National

Park Fee of $110 not included. $4830* 13_Day Patagor“a Explorer

This trip extends our 8-Day Explorer to visit the Valdes Peninsula,

For those wishing to travel on a larger vessel, a similar - .
the Beagle Channel, Ushuaia and Tierra del Fuego$4850*

itinerary is available aboard a cruise ship. Call for prices.

Ecuadorian Amazon Add-on Patagonia Add-ons

Atacama Desert (3 nights) $1970*
Fly from Quito to the Amazon rainforest, then travel by boat to the Iguaz Falls (2 nights) $ 650*
Napo Wildlife Center for a four-night adventure. $1190* Easter Island (4 nights) $ 830*
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Myanmar (Burma) &alos

losed to the outside world for many

years, the country of Myanmar (formerly

Burma) is a treasure to be discovered.

The people, among the friendliest in
the world, still wear traditional dress, and oxcarts
and horsecarts share the highways with bicycles
and motor vehicles. Splendid archaeological sites,
beautiful temples and wonderful scenery make
Myanmar truly unique.

On the opposite bank of the Mekong River from
Myanmar lies Laos, the “Land of a Million El-
ephants.” A beautiful country shrouded in mystery,
its slow pace of life and gentle, welcoming people
make it a destination for travelers looking to es-
cape the beaten path. The Mekong plays a cen-
tral role in Laotian life, and a cruise down its wa-
tersis an ideal way to explore its remote regions
and villages.

For more information, please phone
us for our booklet on Southeast Asia
or visit our website,

www.calnative.com
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Myanmar Adventures

These trips are fully escorted by our English-speaking Myanmar
guides. They include transfers, transportation, deluxe accom-
modations, all meals and airfare within Myanmar. Minimum of
one person. Prices listed below are based on two persons trav-
eling. Trips depart daily.

5-Day Explorer 9-Day Explorer

This trip begins in exotic Yangon To our 7-Day Explorer we add a
(Rangoon), then continues on totrip to Mandalay, a visit to Ama-
Bagan, one of the most spectacurapura, the Mahagandayon Mon-
lar sights in Southeast Asia. In theastery, U Bein’s bridge and a boat
cities, countryside, villages and trip up the Ayerawaddy River to
marketplaces we discover the won-Mingun, where thousands of slaves
derful friendliness of the Myan- were used in an attempt to build
mar people. $990*  the world’s largest stup®1920*

7-Day Explorer 11-Day Explorer

To our 5-Day Myanmar Explorer To our 9-Day Explorer we add a
we add a trip to Inle Lake, where trip to Kyaiktiyo, stay at a moun-

we spend two nights at a hoteltain lodge and hike to one of the
built on stilts right in the lake and most sacred Buddhist sites, the
see the famous leg-rowing fisher- Kyaukthanban, a huge gold-leaf-
men, floating farms, monasteries covered boulder balancing on the
and crafts shops. $1490*  edge of a cliff. $2320*

Mekong Luxury Cruise

Cruise on the spectacular Mekong River aboard the Mekong Sun
or the Mekong Explorer, both beautiful luxury river boats. Along the
way visit remote Laotian villages, see spectacular scenery, and
enjoy delicious meals. The trips begin and end in Luang Prabang,
Laos, and include accommodations, 3-night shipboard, 2-night
hotel; meals on board ship; excursions, and shipboard activities.
The cruises can also be added to our Myanmar, Bhutan, or Yun-
nan Explorer trips.

2010 Dates: $1660-$2990*
Jan 29—-Feb 3 Feb 5-10 Feb 12-17

Feb 19-24 Feb 26—Mar 3 Mar 12-17

Feb 12-17 Mar 12-17 Mar 26-31

May 14-19 Jun 4-9 Jun 18-23

Jul 8-13 Jul 29-Aug 3

Additional Mekong Cruises _ depart from Chiang Saen, Thailand, and
travel to Luang Prabang or Vientiane, Laos. Please call us for details.

*Mekong cruise prices subject to change until final payment is received.

Call (310)642-1140



Bhutan

eated astride a flying tiger, Guru
Rimpoche entered Bhutan in the year
747 AD to conquer demons and
introduce Buddhism to this isolated
area of the Himalayas. In this far off kingdom,

Bhut an Adventures

Our Bhutan Explorer trips are the best way to explore this unique
country. You visit its exotic cities and beautiful countryside, dis-
cover its culture and history, and meet the friendly Bhutanese
people. All of our trips are fully guided by a professional English-
speaking Bhutanese guide. They include all meals, lodging, ad-
mission to sites, and transportation within Bhutan. Best of all, they
are exclusive—the group is limited to you and your companions.
The trips are not available during June, July or December.

7-Day Bhut an 11-Day Bhut an
Explorer Explorer

This trip is perfect for those who This trip is the same as our 10-
want to see the most of BhutaneseDay Bhutan Explorer, but in
scenery and culture but only haveaddition we visit the city of

a week to spend. The trip includesTrongsa. Includes visits to
visits to Thimphu, Paro, Wangdue Thimphu, Paro, Wangdue,

and Punakha. Punakha, Bumthang and Trongsa.

mythology and history intermingle, and ghosts,
yetis and demons are part of regular daily life.
Nestled in the Himalayas between China and
India, Bhutan, with a total population of only
700,000, makes it a top priority to maintain its
traditional culture. The dress of the people and
architecture of the buildings are just as they were
hundreds of years ago. The country is almost all
mountains, which unlike in other Himalayan coun-
tries, have not been deforested. The sight of
shaggy yaks grazing in the high meadows, colorful
prayer flags blowing in the wind and Buddhist
monks wandering the dirt paths assures the visitor
he has at last arrived in “Shangri La.”

For more information, please phone
us for our booklet on Bhutan or visit
our website, www.calnative.com.

March—May, Sept.—Nov.

Three or more persons$1560*
Two persons $1740*
One person $1800*

February, August
Three or more persons$1330*

Two persons $1510*
One person $1570*
10-Day Bhut an
Explorer

March—May, Sept.—Nov.

Three or more persons$2590*
Two persons $2890*
One person $2990*

February, August

Three or more persons$2190*
Two persons $2490*
One person $2590*

Trekking in Bhutan

Make this once-in-a-lifetime

This trip is the same as our 7-trip even more memorable.

Day Bhutan Explorer, but in Add a trek to your Bhutan
addition we visit the beautiful Explorer. Our treks are led by

valley of Bumthang. Includes &N English-speaking guide
visits to Thimphu, Paro, Wangdue, 1d accompanied by a cook,

Punakha and Bumthang.

March—May, Sept.—Nov.

Three or more persons$2340*
Two persons $2610*
One person $2700*

February, August

Three or more persons$1980*
Two persons $2250*
One person $2340*

who prepares delicious camp-
site meals. Horses carry all
equipment and supplies—you
carry only your camera and
daypack. Call for our Bhutan
booklet for details.

Gangtey Trek (3 days)
Gasa Hot Spring (5 days)
Druk Path Trek (7 days)
Thousand Lakes (8 days)
Jhomolhari Trek (9 days)

*Prices are subject to change without notice.
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Yunnan, Chin\a

For more information on China or Ireland,
please phone us for our booklets or visit
our website, www.calnative.com

Ireland
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n China’s southwest corner, bordering on
Myanmar, Laos, and Vietnam, lies colorful
Yunnan Province, home to the richest variety of
ethnic groups in China. From the Tibetan highlands
in its north to tropical rainforest in its south, Yunnan
is a beautiful and fascinating place to visit. Discover
it now before it becomes a major tourist destination.

9-Day Yunnan Explorer

Explore the wonders of Yunnan Province—the Stone Forest, Tiger Leap-
ing Gorge, Lijiang, Dali, Shangri-la and Jinghong. The trip begins in
Yunnan'’s capital of Kunming, the “Spring City.” We visit Tibetan Bud-
dhist monasteries, ethnic villages, local markets, and fantastic scenery.
Participants have the option of returning to Kunming or traveling by
speedboat from Jinghong to Chiang Saen, Thailand. The trip is fully
escorted by our English-speaking Chinese guides and include transporta-
tion, 5-star accommodations, all meals and airfare within Yunnan.

$1570 — $2390*

Yunnan Add-ons

Trekking in Leaping Tiger Gorge (adds one night)
Mekong Cruise Add-On

ountry roads wind past neolithic stone ruins,
and medieval castles stand in green fields.
In this fairy tale environment, it's easy to
imagine a leprechaun watching you from behind an
ancient stone fence. Bicycling or walking are perfect

ways to explore Ireland.

Ireland Bicycle Adventures

We start each day with a hearty breakfast, then cycle at our own pace
through beautiful backroads, with plenty of time to stop, make a detour

or grab a pint. In the evenings we can enjoy some of the many pubs whose
music and atmosphere have made Ireland famous. The trips include use of

bicycle, accommodations, guide, support van and breakfé&t4.90*

Ireland W alking Adventures

On walking trips are self-guided independent tours and include 7-nights
accommodations, breakfasts, most lunches, luggage transfers, route
details and maps. You will stroll through delightful countryside and
discover the history and beauty of this friendly country. The trips are
suitable for moderately fit people of all ages. Trips can start any day
from April thru October. Call for Prices

*Prices are subject to change without notice. Prices on Ireland trips are
subject to change until final payment is received.

Call (310)642-1140



Thar’ She Blows!

“Look sharp, all of ye! Ther are whales har-abouts!
If ye see a white one, split your lungs for him!”
Herman Melville,Moby Dick

UR TINY BOAT BOUNCED AS

the giant whale broke the water’s

surface and rested close enough for

us to touch. As she breached, the
cameras clicked furiously. Our skipper pointed
to more enormous whales—they were all around
us!

After a summer spent in the frigid waters
of the Chukchi and Bering Seas, feasting on
immense quantities of small crustaceans, the
California Gray Whales begin their annual mi-
gration south to Mexico’s Baja California. Swim-
ming 5000 miles along the North American
coast, they arrive in the warm protected bays
to breed, give birth and rear their infants.

The long southbound journey is also a time
to court and mate, which gives the traveling
whales, who become sexually mature around
the age of five, something to do besides
sightseeing. After a gestation period of thirteen
months a female whale gives birth to her calf.
Newborn Grays are about 15 feet long and weighre often spotted in groups of three. The calfnuscles, and by spring it is fat, around 3000

In Baja’s calm Pacific waters, California Gray Whales often come close enough to touch.

approximately 1500 pounds. nurses on its mother’'s milk, ten times richerpounds, mature, at least 19 feet long, and ready
Another female, called an “auntie,” often than cow’s milk. By swimming against the cur-for the long northward journey.
assists the mother with her calf, so the whalegent in the lagoon, the young whale builds up its Continued on Page 14

Baja California

Whale Watching Baja Getaway

Baja is the Mexican version of the Galapagos, rich in natural history afly to La Paz or Loreto and spend four nights at a great beach resort,
unspoiled beauty. On this trip we spend three nights in a resort hotesaaking up the sun, sipping margaritas and unwinding by the pool. You
Loreto, the original capital of California. On one of our days we travel tmn also fish, scuba dive, snorkel or whale watch. Includes hotel, transfers
Puerto Lopez Mateos on Magdalena Bay to board a panga boat and airfare from Los Angeles. Call us for details and prices.
search for California Gray Whales. We usually see a great many of them

and they sometimes come close enough for us to touch. We also hafthe Whale Watching and Baja Getaway trips

plenty of time to relax around the pool, explore the town and enjoy greajre also available at special prices as add-ons
seafood and margaritas. Includes hotel accommodations, whale watchinfb our Copper Canyon trips. See page 5

transfers, meals and airfare from Los Angeles. This trip is available only
from late January thru early March. Call us for prices.

*Prices are subject to change without notice.
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Costa Ricans Have Balls

What is the secret of Costa Rica’s mysterious spheres?

HRISTOPHER CO-

lumbus landed in

Costa Rica on his

fourth voyage to the
New World, in 1502. Prior to that
time there was no recorded history
of the people who lived there.
Archaeologists have since learned
much about Costa Rica’s pre-
Colombian residents, but many
mysteries remain. One of the most
puzzling is the mystery of Costa
Rica’s strange “spheres.”

The spheres are stone balls
made of granite. They vary in size
from about the size of an orange to
giant balls measuring more than six
feet in diameter and weighing 16
tons. All are perfectly round to
within two centimeters.

Bhutan

Continued from Page 3

The system afizongsegan
in the twelfth century and the
newestdzongwas constructed
in 1998. There have been many
fires in thedzongsover the
years due to the hundreds of
burning yak butter lamps.

According to the Buddhist re-
ligion, when a person dies he is re-
incarnated. When a great lama dies
his reincarnation is identified and
the child is taken and educated so
that he may continue the good work
of his previous incarnations. Lamas
may marry, but only in every other
lifetime.

On a recent trek in this beau-
tiful country, | was accompanied
by a Bhutanese guide, a Tibetan
cook, two village lady “wran-
glers,” and four horses. As we
headed up into the mountains, the
clean air and pine forests re-
minded me of California’s Sierra

Thousands of these balls have Nevada. Unlike other Himalayan
been found along river beds and in Thousands of mysterious spheres have been found in Costa Rica’s junglesintries, Bhutan’s mountains
ancient cemetery sites in the val- have not been deforested. Soon,

ley of the Rio Térraba, located in  Who created these strangefices and built fortified towns in the sight of shaggy yaks grazing
the southwest portion of Costa spheres and what was their signifi-the region where the spheres havén the high meadows, the colorful
Rica, and on Cafio Island, nine milescance? How did they make thembeen found. If so, why and how prayer flags blowing in the wind
off the Pacific coast. Some of them so perfectly round and transportthey were created and transportedit the top of each mountain pass,
were found at locations more thanthem so far? is still anybody’s guess. and the red-cloaked monks wan-
fifty miles from the nearest site Some archaeologists think they  Visitors can see these spheredglering the dirt paths, reminded me
from which they could have been were created by the Chibcha, an andisplayed at the National Museum, that | had come a long way from
quarried. They have not been cient warlike people who used pris- outside of public buildings and deco- California—perhaps | had found
found anywhere else in the world. oners as slaves and human sacrirating the gardens of families. the real “Shangri La.”

Whales

Continued from Page 13

Commercial whaling during the nineteenth and early twentieth centurieatching. Skimming along between the mainland and the island, with the
reduced the population of the California Grays to very low levels biitigate birds soaring overhead, and the whales breaching in every direc-
with the international ban on whaling and other protective measures, ttie, is an unforgettable experience.
have since rebounded. The bay is also home to a variety of fish and shellfish, as well as

One area that the whales prefer is Bahia Magdalena, or Magdalbo#lenose dolphins. In the dense thickets of mangroves, which dominate
Bay. This narrow section of calm waters between the coast of Baja &magdalena Island, we can spot many species of birds including Great
Magdalena Island harbors fewer gray whales than some other lagoonsBlhug Herons. A pack of coyotes also inhabits the island, and we can
they are more densely congregated here, creating a wonderful placsotoetimes see them on the beach, feasting on fish, which they have learned
watch them swim and play. to eat as they adapted to island life.

Puerto Alberto Lopez Mateos and San Carlos are two coastal townsAn invigorating boat trip builds up quite an appetite and we conclude
opposite the island. Both are easily accessible from La Paz and Loréiis fabulous day by feasting on freshly caught local seafood at one of the
and offer the opportunity to hire pangas, small motor boats, for whabecellent nearby restaurants.
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Terms,
Conditions, and
Stuff Like That

RESERVATIONS:

Please reserve as early as possible,
as space is limited. A $200 deposit
is required at the time of booking.
Airfare not included in packages
must be paid in full at time of book-
ing. Final payments are due 60 days
prior to the trip date. All deposits
and payments are NONREFUND-
ABLE . For your convenience, we
accept most major credit cards.

CANCELLATIONS :

In the case of cancellation by par-
ticipants, NO REFUNDS will be made.
To protect yourself against unfore-
seen illness or other emergencies,
we encourage you to purchase Trip
Cancellation insurance.

TRIP INSURANCE:
We offer optional travel insurance.

ACCOMMODATIONS AND
SINGLE SUPPLEMENTS:

Prices are based on double occu-
pancy. We can usually arrange for
roommates for nonsmokers. A single
supplement will be charged for those
desiring a room by themselves.

RESPONSIBILITY :

Each participant must sign a Waiver
of Liability Form before participating
in any escorted trip. The California
Native is acting only as an agent for
the particular airlines, lodgings and
other providers of services. Accord-
ingly, these arrangements are made
for you upon the express condition
that neither The California Native nor
its officers or employees shall have
any responsibility for, nor shall they
be liable for, any claim or loss
whether or not arising from any
personal injury, illness, property loss
or damage, wrongful death, monetary
loss, accident, delay, inconvenience,
irregularity, omission, failure to
provide adequate service, additional
charge, failure to warn, defect or
failure in any vehicle, facility,
roadway or structure or by any
breach of contract, negligence or
wrongful act by any person.

SUBSTITUTIONS:
We reserve the right to substitute
accommodations, transportation and
itinerary when we deem it neces-
sary or advisable.

Meet the California Natives:

Lee Klein — Founder and President of The California Native
Lee is an MBA who dropped out of a career as a corporate
manager and college professor for a life of travel and fun.

Laurie Kraft — Our Vice-president of Operations, Laurie has
been keeping our trips running smoothly since 1993. She is also
a certificated travel consultant.

Dave Klein — (Lee’s son) Tour coordinator and musician, whe
he’s not working with our clients or improving our web site,
Dave performs throughout the world.

Jason Hall — Tour coordinator. Jason holds a B.A. degree|in
English Literature, and has quite an eclectic background as a poet,
educator, guide, and student of Chinese medicine.

LoriKlein— (Lee’s daughter)ori has led California Native trips
for 18 years. She holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Anthropology and
a Master’s Degree in Recreation and Outdoor Education.

Ellen Klein —(Lee’s wife) Ellen serves as an international repre-
sentative and scout for the California Native. Her background
includes teaching, theater, and business management.

Fred Grote —Fred, who has lived, taught and worked as a bysi-
ness consultant in Latin America, holds a Master's Degree i
ESL and has led groups throughout the world.

5

Marcia Schultz — Marcia, who holds a Masters’s Degree in
ESOL, has traveled extensively through Latin America and loves
sharing her knowledge of the people, culture and history.

Jutta Born —Jutta, an MBA, has been in all aspects of the trayel
industry for more than 20 years, both in guiding and manage-
ment. She is multilingual and has worked throughout the world.

Wyatt Wells — Wyatt holds a Bachelor's Degree in Sociology,
has traveled extensively through Latin America and Europe, and
owns and operates a permaculture landscaping company.

Robert Konicek —Robert holds a Master’s Degree in Linguis
tics, has traveled extensively throughout the world and taught at
colleges in the U.S., Mexico, Chile, Saudi Arabia and Korea.

Jessica Jerman - Jessica has worked with social, educational,
health and environmental organizations in the U.S., Mexico and
Central America. She holds a B.A. in Spanish and Sociology.

Lynn Reinecke — Lynn, who holds a degree in Anthropology,
has been working with Mexico’s Tarahumara Indians and leading
California Native trips for more than 16 years.

Rob Aikins — Rob holds a B.A. in Political Science and was| a
writer for Fodor's Travel Publications, including several years
writing about the Copper Canyon and Northern Mexico.

Bogart —Bogartis in charge of customer complaints. He is very
bored because business in his department is almost nonexistent,
but he contents himself with eating bananas.

Lauren —(Bogart’s wife) Lauren is in charge of keeping Bogalrt
happy and making sure that his bananas are peeled (Bogart is
very fussy).
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Conguest of Campeche

Cannons guarded Campeche’s fort against Carribbean pirate

Back at sea, the Spanish sailors workedided a less-expensive alternative.

their way down the coast until they arrived  The city thrived as ships filled with log-
at Champotoén Locating food and water, wood sailed back to Spain. The success of th
they found themselves surrounded byusiness caught the attention of a particul

were finally subduedAh Kin

Campeche grew to be one of the
richest cities in Mexico.

rows that would, after five vateers holding commissions from the English
agonizing days, claim his life. monarchs, who understood that fifty tons of

In 1541, after the Mayans logwood in a single trip would fetch more than a
year’s worth of other cargo. So, Campeche be-
Pech,became the Spanish town came a target for attacks by pirates, forcing of-
of Campeche. Before long, ficials to erect giant walls to protect against raids.

Wealth not stolen was put toward construc-
tion of the splendid colonial architecture which

One commodity that led to can still be seen. In 1999 Campeche was named
this boom was the logwood tree. a UNESCO World Heritage site.

Profiteers quickly learned that
the tree was the natives’ source
of the rich violet and black dyes
used to color their textiles. In
gurope, these hues were pro-
duced by indigo, exotic and af-
Continued from Page 1 fordable only to the rich. Logwood dye pro-

S

v

Mayan warriors who paid close attentiongroup of people—pirates. The pirates, includFar removed from its pirate past, modern
to Captain Cordova, filling him with ten ar- ing Henry Morgan and Francis Drake, were priCampeche’s plaza is a pleasant place to stroll.



